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In Tombstone, AT, a town 
known for its wild and wooly 
nature, it took only a simple 

trip to the dentist to snuff out 
the life of one of the town’s most 
promising citizens. Howard Ford 
Herring was the second of fi ve 
children and only boy born to 
the prominent Herring family of 
New York and Arizona. His father 
William, a respected lawyer, once 
served in the New York legislature 
and was known as one of the 
fathers of Declaration Day. Lured 
west in 1880, William quickly 
established himself as one of 
the leading attorneys in Arizona. 
Staying behind in New York to 
fi nish school, Howard migrated 
to Tombstone in the early 1880s. 
There he fi nished his higher 
education and joined his father as 
junior partner in the law fi rm of 
Herring & Herring upon passing 
the bar in 1885.  

Howard commenced to immerse 
himself in all things legal.  Within 
a short time, he was fi lling in for 
his father in legal proceedings. 
The TOMBSTONE PROSPECTOR 
remarked of the young man, “…
his future was a most promising 
one…” and that Howard was, “… 
rapidly stepping forward in the 
ranks of the legal fraternity.”  The 
future indeed looked bright for 
Howard.  However, any dreams 
the Herring family had for the 

young man came crashing down 
in early November 1891.

Plagued with bad teeth for 
years, Howard was a regular 
customer of the various dentists 
in Tombstone.  Such was the case 
on the morning of November 1st 
when Howard slid into the chair 
of Paul Warnekros.  A forty-year-
old native of Germany, Warnekros 
arrived in town in 1878.  Starting 
as a clerk in a camp store, he 
gradually worked his way up 

and became one of the largest 
merchants in town, even serving 
a stint as mayor of the town.  By 
1891, in addition to his many 
other enterprises, Warnekros was 
practicing dentistry from an offi ce 
on Fremont Street.

About 10:00 AM on that fateful 
1st, Howard strode the few 
hundred yards from his house 
to the dentist’s offi ce. The two 
men chatted idly about Mexican 
mining prospects as the dentist 
prepared a syringe to inject into 
his patient’s gums. Howard had 
requested a strong sedative to 
deaden the pain he knew was 
forthcoming. In fact, one time, a 
few years earlier, Howard had to 
be physically restrained while 
having only one tooth extracted. 
This time fi ve teeth needed to 
come out.

As was common in those days, 
Dr. Warnekros prepared a solution 
of liquid cocaine to inject into the 
base of the patient’s gum. As he 
injected the fi rst shot, Howard 
remarked that it made his heart, 
“fl utter.”  The doctor thought 
nothing of the comment for, as 
the TOMBSTONE PROSPECTOR 
noted in its coverage of the 
incident, “…nearly all patients 
are similarly affected…” when 
given the shot. After extracting 
the fi rst tooth, the dentist moved 
on to the next, each time injecting 
the powerful drug into the young 
lawyer’s gums.

After extracting four roots, Dr. 
Warnekros turned to retrieve an 
instrument. While his back was 
turned, he heard a noise. Looking 
back at his patient, Warnekros 
observed the man on the fl oor in 
the midst of violent convulsions. 
Immediately, Warnekros began 

See Death in the Dentist Chair on page 12
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Death in the Dentist Chair
by Troy Kelley

June 16, 1912 – Tombstone 
Weekly Epitaph

Funeral of John Behan,
Cochise Pioneer

“The funeral of John 
Behan took place at 
Tucson on a Saturday, 

many Cochise pioneers paying a 
last tribute of respect by attending 
the funeral of the deceased. Behan 
fi rst came to Arizona in 1863 and 
served as sheriff of Yavapai county 
and later saw him in like position 
in Cochise County. He also was 
superintendent of the penitentiary 
and was a veteran of the Spanish-
American war, seeing service in 
the Cuban campaign.

In 1879 he came to Cochise 
County and became this county's 
fi rst sheriff, an offi ce which at 
that time was combined with tax-

collector and assessor. He was 
appointed by Governor Fremont. 
As sheriff he rendered conspicuous 
service against the bands of 
Mexican and American bandits 
who had rendered life dangerous 
and rather unprofi table along the 
Mexican border, and took an active 
part in suppressing the cattle war 
which was an outgrowth of the 
Wyatt-Earp feud in Tombstone.

The death of Behan marks 
the passing of another Arizona 
pioneer, who helped make history, 
and his demise causes a pang 
of deep regret among the many 
friends who knew him.” •

DISCOVER TOMBSTONE
THE FUNERAL OF JOHN BEHAN IN TUCSON AS REPORTED IN THE EPITAPH!

by Bruce Burnett

For more information on these 
and other Tombstone events visit 

TombstoneWeb.com

Farmers Market June 1ST & July 6TH

Bull Riding June 22ND & July 27TH

Tombstone Family 4th of July - July 4TH

11th Annual Showdown in Tombstone
 August 31ST - September 1ST

Tombstone Wine Celebration Oct. 5TH & 6TH

Tombstone Helldorado Days
October 18TH - 20TH

Deadly Dentist Paul B. Warnekros
Courtesy of the Author

Howard Ford Herring
Joshua Carroll - Ancestry.com
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Antiques, 
� llectibles, Home 
Decor, Furniture, 

Art, Jewelry & 
More!

720 East Fremont Street - Tombstone, Arizona
(520) 457-8538 - TombstoneAntiqueMall.com

ANTIQUE MALL
OPEN DAILY 10AM - 6PM

Dozens of Vendors!

Something for Everyone with new items arriving all the time!
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Featuring Jane's Coffee Cafe & Bakery with Fresh Coffee Drinks, 
Sandwiches, Sweets & More!

Tombstone’s Newest Lodging Choice

All the amenities of a modern hotel 
room but in a perfectly rustic setting.

787 E. Allen Street ~ Tombstone, AZ

787 E. Allen Street ~ Tombstone, AZ
MinersCabins.com - 520-910-7982

Each room offers unique views of Tombstone’s 
Mining District from your private balcony.

Just 2 blocks from all the major Attractions!
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We are thrilled to 
announce a beautiful 
partnership with 

the Tombstone Restoration 
Commission, Walter Ferguson 
Foundation and the City of 
Tombstone to restore the iconic 
City Pool!

Did you know that our pool 
located at the end of N 5th Street 
is the oldest operating municipal 
pool in Arizona, and now possibly 
even in the entire United States? 
Originally opened in 1883 and 
refurbished in 1924; which was 
over 100 years ago! 

Thanks to the incredible 
generosity of the Walter Ferguson 
Foundation, who has graciously 
donated $200,000 towards the 
restoration efforts, we are one step 
closer to preserving this iconic 
landmark for future generations. 

This funding will specifi cally 
go towards revitalizing the pool 
itself, addressing issues such 
as resurfacing, fi xing cracks 
to prevent leakage, upgrading 
plumbing and electrical systems, 
and restoring the pump room. 
Additionally, we'll ensure that 
the pool area becomes ADA 
compliant, making it accessible to 
all members of our community. 

But we are not stopping there! 
Funding is still needed for the outer 
grounds of the pool, including 
lifeguard stands, equipment, 
lounge chairs, ramadas, and 
more. We've been overwhelmed 
by the outpouring of support 
from various organizations and 
individuals who want to get 
involved.

In the coming weeks, the City 
will be compiling a registry list 
for donors, as well as providing 
a donation QR code and details 
on locations where you can 
contribute. The Tombstone City 
Pool Facebook page will serve as a 
hub for transparency and keeping 
you updated on the progress of 
this exciting project every step 
of the way. Public Works has 
already started construction with 
the changing rooms and pump 
room. They will also continue with 
grading the perimeter throughout 

the swimming season making the 
footprint larger and ready for ADA 
compliance. Then August 2024 the 
restoration of the pool will begin 
with a licensed pool contractor.

Mayor Escapule has always 
believed in keeping the pool free 
of charge as a vital resource for 
our residents and families during 
the summer months. With this 
restoration, the City of Tombstone 
aims to extend its availability 
beyond the summer months, 
benefi ting our seniors, kids and 
all members of our community.

Wondering how you can be a 
part of the Tombstone City Pool 
Restoration Project? Many of you 
have been asking how you can 
pitch in to help; well here's your 
chance!  

There is still have a lot of ground 
to cover in terms of funding, 
including lifeguard equipment, 
ADA accessibility features, 
outdoor furniture, and more. 
Every contribution, big or small, 
makes a difference! 

How to Donate:
Click the link: https://square.

link/u/oiHvptHj
Drop off donations at City Hall: 

613 E Allen Street, Tombstone, AZ
Mail your contribution to: City 

of Tombstone, attn City Pool 
Project, PO Box 339, Tombstone, 
AZ 85638

Make checks payable to: City of 
Tombstone 

Subject Line: City Pool Project
For specifi c items you'd like to 

donate towards or any inquiries, 
please reach out to City Clerk 
Charissa Presti via e-mail 
cityclerk@cityoftombstoneaz.gov.

Thank you for supporting the 
oldest working municipal pool 
in the state of Arizona and now 
possibly the country! 

Together, we can make this 
restoration project a resounding 
success and ensure that the 
Tombstone City Pool remains a 
cherished destination for years to 
come now known as “The Pool Too 
Tough To Die”! ♥

THE POOL TOO TOUGH 
TO DIE!
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Cloudless Skies of Turquoise Blue
In the Heart of Old Cochise

by Karen Mazzeo
Karen Mazzeo shares her family’s history connected to Cochise County and other parts of Arizona in this series that will take you through the trials and 
tribulations of her great-grandparent’s journeys and experiences with splashes of true history associated with the times and places added in for the true 
feel of life as one century came to a close and another began. Hope you enjoy these stories of John and Anna Kelly as we present them through the pages 

of the Tombstone Times.

Chapter 36
Thanksgiving Social at the 

Big Stope Hotel

Fall arrived quickly. The 
temperature fi nally cooled, 
and the days were mild 

and pleasant once again. Anna 
loved fall. It was time to think 
about the past year and wait for 
the new one. Anna had ordered 
their Thanksgiving and Christmas 
turkeys months ago. A few days 
before Thanksgiving, she sent John 
into town to pick it up.      

He walked into Joseph Curry’s 
general merchandise store. Mr. 
Curry always ordered turkeys for 
the holidays. He greeted John with 
a pleasant good morning.

“What can I do for you this fi ne 
morning?” Mr. Curry asked.

“Anna sent me down to pick up 
the turkey.”

Mr. Curry smiled. “Anna sure 
wants to make sure her turkeys are 
here on time.”

“Thanksgiving and Christmas are 
big holidays for her. She wants to 
make sure everything is just right.”

Mr. Curry walked into the back of 
the store. In a minute, he came out 
with a huge turkey, well wrapped 
in brown wrapping paper. 

“This is one big fellow,” he 
said.  

“She’s going to cook it for the 
Thanksgiving supper in town,” 
John said.

“Well, if she’s the cook that I hear 
everyone in town raving about, I’ll 
be fi rst in line for some of it,” Mr. 
Curry said. “I love my wife. She’s 
the best mother ever, but she can’t 
cook worth a lick. Her turkeys are 
so burned, it’s like chewing shoes 
leather. She even went as far as 
trying to tell me the burnt parts are 
good for my teeth.”

Anna was excited with the 
turkey. They were having a 
Thanksgiving social at Bob Stone’s 
Big Stope Hotel in town and Anna 
was donating the big turkey along 
with several of her famous mile 
high apple pies. The turkey was as 
solid as a rock, so she placed it in 
her wash bucket and fi lled it with 
cold water. It would sit and defrost 
slowly until Thanksgiving, which 

was fi ve days away.  
Thanksgiving Day was a hurried 

one. Anna arose well before dawn. 
She took the turkey out of her wash 
bucket and rinsed it well. Taking a 
hold of the huge bird, she stuffed 
it with sage, bread and onion, 
buttered and salted the outside 
well, and placed it in her roasting 
pan. She poured some water from 
her tea kettle in the bottom of the 
pan and placed it into the oven. By 
suppertime it would be done.   

School was out for the day, so 
Johnnie and Elizabeth had the 
day to play.  Elizabeth played hop 
scotch in the yard while Johnnie 
placed marbles.  Unbeknownst to 
Anna, he got down and dirty as 
usual. After a while, Elizabeth who 
rarely played in the dirt decided 
that it looked fun. They were having 
a grand time that it until Anna went 
outside to place her wash bucket in 
the sun to dry.

“Good gracious! What are you 
two doing?”

“We’re playing marbles!” Johnnie 
said.

“Not in the dirt! We have the 
social tonight.”

John walked outside. He had 
heard the commotion.

“What’s all this?” he asked.
He saw Johnnie and Elizabeth in 

the dirt.
“I can’t have them going to the 

social looking like that, and I don’t 
have the time to give them a bath,” 
she said.

“I’ll give them one,” John said. 
“It’s warm today so they can bathe 
outside.”

So, while Anna attended to the 
turkey and pies for the Thanksgiving 
social in town, John gave Elizabeth 
and Johnnie a quick bath outside. 
While they were having their baths, 
Gertrude came out.

“I want one, too!”
“You do?” John asked.
Gertrude began taking off her 

shoes and socks. She tried to pull 
the dress over her head, but she got 
stuck. The buttons on the back of 
her dress were not unbuttoned and 
getting tangled she began to panic.

“Papa, help!” she screamed. She 
squirmed and the more she did 

the more tangled in her dress she 
became.  

John laughed as he pulled the 
dress back over her head.  

He turned her around and began 
unbuttoning the buttons.

“You have to unbutton your dress 
before you can take it off,” he said.

He took off her dress and 
Gertrude began running around 
the backyard naked.  Anna came 
out to get her broom.

My goodness! What is going on?”
“Gertrude wants a bath, too,” 

John said.
“She’s running around in the 

backyard naked! What will the 
neighbors say?”

“They shouldn’t be saying a 
word if they’re minding their own 
business,” John said.

Cleaned, dressed and ready, it 
was time to go to the social. John’s 
stomach was growling. All he had 
to eat that day were a few biscuits 
and some coffee. When Anna took 
the turkey out of the oven, John 
tried to sneak a piece, but she 
slapped his hand.  

“Don’t you dare, Mr. Kelly. I want 
this turkey looking perfect when it 
arrives at the social!”

The hall in town was packed with 
people.     

“I didn’t realize so many were 
going to show up!” Lizzie exclaimed.

“Good thing we have plenty of 
food,” Anna said.

There was roast pork, turkey, 
mashed potatoes and gravy and 
yams.

The men and the children were 
sitting at the tables while the 
women went around fi lling plates 
of food and pouring endless cups 
of coffee. As usual, Anna was in 
the midst of it all. She fi lled plate 
after plate of food while Elizabeth 
Gleeson cut piece after piece of 
apple, custard and vinegar pie. 
The pace was so quick, the ladies 
hardly had time to breathe. Inez 
Vickers and Julia Axtell ran around 
with several other ladies picking 
up empty plates or fi lling cups of 
coffee.  So many people attended, 
the line of people waiting for their 
Thanksgiving supper, went well 
outside and around the corner of 
the hall. 

John and John Gleeson were 
sitting at a table with the children. 
John fi nally had his turkey. Anna 
glanced once in a while to see how 
they were doing. John was eating 
happily, while laughing and talking 
with Mr. Gleeson, John Kelso and 
Frank Musso. Johnnie, Elizabeth, 
and Gertrude ate quietly, savoring 
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● Arlene’s Gallery ●
● Southwest Trading Company ●

● Southwest Silver & Gold ●

© MARTHA LOCHERT PHOTOGRAPHY

On Tombstone’s Historic
Allen Street Boardwalk

● 520-457-3678 ● 520-457-3833 ●
www.ArlenesSouthwest.com

See Cloudless Skies... on page 8

Featuring one of the most extensive humidors in Southern Arizona
Including our own Signature Cigars, made in Esteli Nicaragua - Wyatt, 

Doc, Ringo and Curly Bill
Fine pipe tobaccos, quality pipes such as Vauen, Meerschaum, Imported 

Briar, and Corn Cob
411 E. ALLEN STREET - TOMBSTONE, AZ - ON THE BOARDWALK

(520) 457-9020 - SmokeSignalsAZ.com

Smoking Accessories
Zippo Lighters

Turkish Camel Neck Lamps 
Unique Metal Art
Spurs - T-Shirts

Premium Cigars by Plasencia, Espinosa, Oliva, 
AJ Fernandez, Casa Cuevas, Oscar Valladares, 

Hiram & Solomon, & Rojas.
Warfi ghter Black Powder, Frontier Handguns, 

Revolvers, Rifl es, Carbines
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Many buildings have 
come and gone since 
Tombstone’s original 

boom of the early 1880s. One of 
the most notable was the Loma de 
Plata (Hill of Silver) on Empire Hill.

The palatial redwood structure 
was built in 1902 by Eliphalet 
Butler Gage as the company house 
of the Tombstone Consolidated 
Mining and Milling Company. 
The ground fl oor was graced with 
heavy beamed ceilings and there 
was hand rubbed woodwork 
throughout. Both fl oors had 
several fi replaces and there were 
fourteen rooms. Mrs. Maria Gage 
spent a lot of time adding her 
personal touch and requirements 
to the palatial home. The estimated 
cost was $45,000. Quite a sum 
for those times and an obvious 
statement of Gage’s faith in the 
future of Tombstone. 

During construction the Gage’s 
lived in Prescott, A. T. She went 
to San Francisco for surgery and 
died there on January 22, 1902. 
She never had the chance to live in 
the beautiful home she had put a 
great deal of effort into designing. 

Gage did live in the house for a 
while. He pulled electrical current 
from the mining company’s mill to 
electrify the home. It wasn’t long 
before the company treasurer, 
Henry Kinsley, and family took 
up residence. One source said 
the house was remodeled in 1905 
as the hospital of the Tombstone 
Consolidated Mining Company. 

This may have been referring to the 
old company house as in 1907 the 
Loma de Plata was equipped with 
magnifi cent electric fi xtures which 
doesn’t sound like a hospital. Gage 
pulled electrical current from the 
mining company’s mill to electrify 
the home.

E. B. Gage was born in Pelham, 
New Hampshire on October 
2, 1839. He graduated from 
the scientifi c department of 
Dartmouth College in 1858. He 
later made his way to Arizona and 
became one of the biggest movers 
and shakers of the territory. In 
1878, he became interested in 
Tombstone’s Grand Central mine 
and became the superintendent 
the next year. 

Gage spent time in Phoenix 
and Prescott but returned to 
Tombstone to head up a campaign 
to pump water from the mines 
bringing a second, although 
smaller, boom to the area. A 

Tombstone’s “Big House”
by Rita Ackerman

410 E. Allen St. - Tombstone, AZ
(On the Allen Street Boardwalk)

(520) 457-9220 ~ (800) 537-5040
BroncoTrading.co

Tombstone’s Finest Western Wear
and Accessories for Men and Ladies

Featuring styles from

Period and Western:
Shirts   Pants   Vests

Boots    Hats
Purses    Belts

Suspenders    Jewelry
and more

Your � mplete
Western Clothing Store

in historic
Tombstone, Arizona
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variety of setbacks ended the 
water removal program and the 
water reclaimed the lower levels 
in 1909. Gage retired the same 
year. He died in San Francisco in 
March 1913 and was described by 
the newspapers as a banker, mine 

owner, and railroad builder. 
The Tombstone Development 

Company sold the property in 
1943 to Mr. and Mrs. Burton 
Devere who planned to run it as a 
guest lodge. 

The alarm of fi re sounded in 
Tombstone after 11 p.m. October 
9, 1953. By the time the fi re crews 
arrived at the scene, the “Big 
House” was engulfed in fl ames 
and they could only turn their 
efforts to protecting surrounding 
buildings and other places in town 
as large cinders were blown down 
the hill by gusting wind and hot 
gasses. A small brush fi re did call 
the fi refi ghters back out before 
they were even able to clean their 
truck. 

At the time the property was 
owned by Mrs. Anna Laura 
Nuckolls and Mrs. Maud M. 
Turner who had purchased it 
just a couple of years earlier and 
were running it as a guest house. 
Their loss was estimated at over 
$75,000. Ironically, if the fi re had 
occurred just one week later it 
would have been full of Helldorado 
guests. 

For about fi fty years the Loma de 
Plata was a Tombstone landmark 
that has since disappeared not 
only from the hillside but from 
the knowledge or interest of many 
who study the history of the old 
town. •

530 E. ALLEN STREET - TOMBSTONE, AZ
HotelTombstone.com - (520) 457-2405

HOTEL ~ ARCADE ~ PIZZA

PIES ~ GENERAL STORE & MORE!

The only Tombstone Hotel with a balcony overlooking Historic Allen Street! 

Eat, Play and Stay at Hotel Tombstone!

BOOK
YOUR

ROOMS
ONLINE!
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Cloudless Skies from page 3

E. B. Gage.
Keith Davis Collection

their plates of food. Anna Joanne 
was too little to have her own plate, 
so John fed her off of his. John 
gave her small pieces of his turkey. 
She took each piece, studied it well 
and popped it in her mouth. It was 
warm and juicy. She swallowed 
and begged for another. Only until 
the pie came that she wanted her 
own piece. She cried until John put 
a fork full into her mouth. Anna 
Joanne chewed, swallowed and 
wanted more. In the end, she had 
virtually eaten half of his pie.      

The evening wore on. After supper, 
John and a few of the boys played 
music in the corner while the rest 
of the people were fed. Anna and 
the ladies worked hard washing 
the last of the supper dishes and 
roasting pans. They separated the 
plates, forks and knives and placed 
them into the proper baskets.  After 
that, they were able to sit down, 
relax and eat what was left.

“I’ve never worked so hard in my 
life!” Inez Vickers said.

“I have,” Anna said.  “We had 
a lot of socials and gatherings 
in Tombstone.  Each one is just 

as hard if not more than the one 
before.”

“There not much fun for the ones 
who work it,” Julia complained. “I 
declare, my hands are so dry and 
cracked, I’m going to have to put 
a salve on them when I get home.”

Lizzie Gleeson held up her hands. 
“So, will I.” “I don’t remember a 
time when I have washed so many 
dishes all at once.”    

John, Thomas Vickers, and John 
Gleeson walked over.  

“How are you ladies doing?” John 
Gleeson asked.

“Much better now that I can sit,” 
Elizabeth Gleeson said.

“Me, too,” Inez Vickers added. 
“My back is killing me.”

“You ladies worked really hard 
this evening,” John said.

“Yes, they did, and might I say, 
the social was a big success,” 
Thomas said.

“We raised a lot of money,” Anna 
said. “It will really help the school 
and fi re fund.”

...to be continued...
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See Tombstone's Municipal Pool on page 8

See Cloudless Skies... on page 8

Tombstone, Arizona was not 
the stereotypical mining 
camp in the American 

west. It grew exponentially from 
the beginning. The Territorial 
Legislature designated the 
community a “city” by 1881. These 
pioneers did have an abundance 
of gambling houses and saloons, 
but the popular focus was on 
establishing and maintaining a 
very high level of convenience 
and sophistication which would 
refl ect the wealth of silver being 
produced here every day. Here 
are some early reports from the 
newspapers:

The Weekly Nugget – March 18, 
1880

There are now 480 places of 
business and private dwellings 
erected in this city, and 21 new 
buildings in process of erection, 
including several blocks of stores. 
No town on the Pacifi c coast is 
improving with the rapidity of 
Tombstone.

The Tombstone Epitaph – May, 1, 
1880

Fresh Oysters and Salmon at 
Shilliam’s

Shell oysters at W. Shilliam’s, 
Fourth Street

Fresh Salmon by Express last 
evening for Shilliam’s, Fourth 
Street, Tombstone

Weekly Tombstone Nugget – 
June 10, 1880

Edison’s Speaking Phonograph, 
which has caused so much 
excitement in the eastern cities, 
is now on exhibition at the old 
Pioneer News agency, opposite 
the Cosmopolitan Hotel.  It will 
be on exhibition during the day 
and night, for the next four days.  
Ladies entrance on Fifth street.  It 
is a curiosity and should be seen 
by everyone.

The Tombstone Weekly Epitaph – 
June 12, 1880

The PHONOGRAPH!
The PHONOGRAPH!
The PHONOGRAPH!
Only a few days more before the 

opportunity will be lost to hear 
the Great Phonograph now on 
exhibition day and night next to 
Dolan’s Saloon on Allen Street.

Schieffelin Hall was built 
as a tribute to Ed Schieffelin, 
Tombstone’s founder.  It was the 
largest opera house between El 
Paso, Texas and San Francisco, 

TOMBSTONE MUNICIPAL SWIMMING POOL
by Don Taylor - Tombstone City Historian

Swimming tank or natatorium 
inaugurated today by Mitchell and 
Pring. Milton and I tried it, Harry 
too. Very exhausting. Octoroon 
tonight and I went in late and took 
Mrs. Walker home.

During the Victorian period, it 
was accepted that women were to 
be seen and not heard.  That view 
was never applicable in Tombstone 
during those years. Women were 
prominent in business, politics 
and society. Soon after opening, it 
was determined that a day would 
be dedicated to allow women to 
use the pool and men were not 
allowed near the facility on those 
days. George Berry, an attorney 
and family man was chosen to be 
the lifeguard for women’s day at 
the pool.

Neither Mitchell nor Pring were 
good businessmen. Despite the 
popularity of the bath house and 
pool, they defaulted on their debt 
to L.W. Blinn. Parsons had other 
dealings with Blinn and mentioned 
the potential default in his diary.

Tuesday, April 21,1885: Blinn 
offered me charge of swimming 
bath house this summer if he takes 
hold, as he probably will. Will go 
for any and everything now. Hope 
Cal business will carry me out of 
this before many months.

Between the national economic 
recession issues and the volatility 
of the silver market, the Tombstone 
bath house/ municipal pool would 
not reopen. It was abandoned.  
Parsons would leave Tombstone 
in January of 1887 for Southern 
California. Blinn remained in 
Tombstone, but did not chose to 
revisit this property as a business 
enterprise.  

Tombstone’s fi rst mining boom 
would end in 1889 after the 
Cornish pumps implemented by 
The Grand Central and Contention 
mines failed. One pump broke, 
the other burned and then 
the mines fl ooded. It would be 
eleven years before any interest 
in the Tombstone Hills would be 
generated again. In 1902 E.B. 
Gage returned to Tombstone after 
selling his gold mine in Congress, 
Arizona. This mining period 
would last until 1923. Frederick 
Bechdolt, a magazine writer, 
visited Tombstone in 1919 and 
his articles were published in The 
Saturday Evening Post through 
1921. This created new interest in 
tourism for Tombstone.  

Local businessmen formed The 
Luncheon Club in 1924 with 
the goal of making Tombstone 

California when it was fi nished.  
Other amenities were added like 
an ice factory, gas companies 
to provide business and street 
lighting, and telephones were 
installed in 1882.  The only 
thing lacking was a natatorium, 
the Territory’s fi rst swimming 
pool.  This extravagance would 
be constructed by A.J. Mitchell 
and Otis Pring in the spring of 
1883.  It was built at the north 
end of Fifth Street on a fl at at the 
bottom of the hill.  L.W. Blinn, the 
lumber magnate and resident of 
Tombstone, provided the building 
supplies on terms.  The project is 
referred to as a “bath house” in 
the Weekly Arizona Citizen:

Arizona Weekly Citizen – June 
23, 1883

A NEW ENTERPRISE
The new bath house built by 

A.J. Mitchell and others at a cost 
of several thousand dollars, is 
perhaps the fi nest thing of the kind 
on the Pacifi c coast, and something 
that cannot fail to be appreciated 
by the people of Tombstone. It is 
but a few blocks from the center 
of the town on the north side. The 
building is 80 by 125 feet in size, 
and is built on the side of the hill, 
which affords the most perfect 
system of letting in and drawing 
off the water, which is furnished 
by the Huachuca Water company. 
On the inside of the building is 
constructed an immense reservoir 
or bath, as it is called, 110 by 60 
feet in size. This bath is about 
three feet deep at the upper end 
and descends (the bottom) on an 
incline of forty feet, at the rate of 
about one foot in ten. At this point 
the bottom drops down six feet 
and extends on to the lower end 

a distance of twenty feet further, 
making a grand plunge bath 40 
by 20 feet and 14 feet deep. It will 
thus be seen from the formation of 
the bath that there is both shallow 
and deep water, so that those 
who cannot swim can occupy the 
shallow water at the upper end, 
while those more advance in the 
art, can take a plunge into the deep 
water below. There are sixteen 
dressing rooms – eight on each 
side, with a good board fl oor ten 
feet wide all around the reservoir, 
and a place where refreshments 
and mild drinks may be had at the 
bar neatly fi tted up at the upper 
end. The reservoir is built of solid 
masonry and overlaid with cement 
with an escape at the bottom of 
the plunge bath at the lower end. 
The building is of wood partially 
covered with shingles, and the 
balance – the center – with canvas, 
in order to give plenty of light and 
yet keep out the rays of the sun. 
It was to have been opened on the 
Sunday following the date of this 
letter. 

One item to note is the use 
of cement to seal the masonry 
construction. Many historic 
architects will say cement didn’t 
come into use in the west until the 
late 1890s. It was use frequently 
in Tombstone in the 1880s.

George Parsons was a 
Tombstone pioneer who kept a 
diary every day of his adult life.  
He didn’t fi nd great wealth or fame 
in Tombstone, but he has given us 
a fi rst-hand account of those early 
years. He attended the opening 
day of the “natatorium.”

Tuesday, June 19, 1883: Very 
hot day. Was greatly worried 
today about the water supply. 
It's getting frightfully low. Hoped 
ardently for rain, but clouds 
are not suffi ciently heavy yet. 

All types of Liquors and Beers
OPEN DAILY Mon. - Sat. 8AM - Sun. 9AM

101 S. THIRD STREET
TOMBSTONE ARIZONA

(520) 457-3231
fourdeucessaloon.com

FIND US

ON THE MAP

9Savings shown over aggregated 
single item base price. Standard 

S&H applies. Exp. 06/30/24.

All-Time Grilling Faves
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)

75432SYB   separately $234.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

$9999

ORDER NOW! 1.888.982.4054 Ask for 75432SYB
OmahaSteaks.com/GrillFaves2443

8 free BURGERS (a $2399 value)

The Tombstone Municipal Swimming Pool after being reopened in 1924
Courtesy of the Author
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Best of the West Antiques
Antiques, Collectibles & More

507 E. Allen Street - (509) 961-5420

Bronco Trading Co.
Western & Period Duds for Men & Women
410 E. Allen Street - (520) 457-9220

Butterfi eld Stage Stop
Souvenirs Next Door to Boothill

398 N. Highway 80

 St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
The oldest Episcopal Church in Arizona
19 N. Third Street - (520) 457-8134

Smoke Signals Smoke Shop
& Outlaw Social Club

411 E. Allen Street - (520) 457-9020

Smokey’s Wild Ass Emporium
Jewelry, Fossils & Art, Oh My!

321 E. Allen Street - (520) 405-5800

 Tombstone Antique Mall
Antiques, Collectibles, Dozens of Vendors
720 Fremont Street - (520) 457-8538

 Tombstone Treasures Thrift Shop
Jewelry, Household Items

7 E. Old Charleston Road

The Wizard’s Workshop
Custom Jewelry, Gold, Silver Bisbee Minerals
800 E. Fremont Street - (520) 457-3152

Veronica's Restaurant Delivery
Local Food Delivered Locally

Call for more Info - (520) 224-8766

Vintage Cowgirls of Tombstone
Antiques & Collectibles

510 E. Allen Street - (520) 678-2516 

Tombstone Sagebrush Inn
320 E. Bruce St.

(520) 457-2311
Trail Riders Inn Motel & RV Park

13 N. 7th Street
(520) 457-3573

Tombstone Monument Guest Ranch
895 West Monument Road, Tombstone, AZ 85638 

(520) 457-7299

Tombstone Silver Nickel Cabin
87 W. Rainbow Road, Tombstone, AZ 85638 (520) 

508-1567

BED & BREAKFASTS

Crazy Annie’s Bordello
95 S. 10th Street
(520) 457-3847

Tombstone Bordello B & B
107 W. Allen St.

(520) 457-2394

Virgil’s Corner B & B 
97 E. Fremont Street
(520) 548-1025

Wyatt’s Hotel B & B 
109 South Third Street

(520) 678-7281

R.V. PARKS

Silver Belt R.V. Park
10th & Allen Streets
(520) 457-3961

Stampede R.V. Park
201 W. Allen Street
(520) 457-3738

Tombstone R.V. Park & 
Campground

1475 North Hwy 80 - (520) 457-3829

Tombstone Dry Camping RV Park
365 S. 3rd Street
(520) 412-1159 

Tombstone Territories RV Resort
2111 E. Hwy 82 - Huachuca City

(520) 457-2584

Wells Fargo R.V. Park
201 E. Fremont Street

(520) 457-3966

FEATURED

BUSINESSES

Allen Street Antiques
Antiques & Nostalgic Americana

725 E. Allen St. - (520) 349-7077

Arlene’s Galleries
The Unexpected in Tombstone

400-402 and 415 E. Allen Street
 (520) 457-3678 and (520) 457-3833

 U Scream 4 Ice Cream 
Ice Cream treats, Coff ee, Pastries, Gifts, Souvenirs.

104 S. 4th Street - (520) 457-2265

 

MARKETS/GAS

 
Apache Market

Food, frozen meats, vegetables, DVD rentals and more.
10th & Fremont Streets - (520) 457-9294

 
Circle K Food Store & Gas

Gas, liquor, beer, snacks, convenience foods.
Sumner & Bruce Streets - (520) 457-3941

 
Family Dollar

Snacks, toiletries, toys, pet items etc...
208 N. Sumner Street - 520-210-7010

 

LODGING

MOTELS / HOTELS / RENTALS

Allen Street Inn 
101 E. Allen Street
(520) 255-1159

Cactus Rose Cottage
111 E. Fulton St. 
(520) 366-1909

Earp & Holliday Vigilante Inn
116 N. 3rd St. 

(928) 358-2954

Gunslinger's Hideout
19 W. Fremont Street

gunslingers-hideout.com

Hotel Tombstone
Balcony overlooking historic Allen Street

530 E. Allen Street - (520) 457-2405

Katie’s Cozy Cabins
210 W. Allen St.

(520) 457-3963

Katie’s Cozy Rose Tree Suites
118 S. 4th Street

(520) 457-3326

Landmark Lookout Lodge 
Hwy 80 North of Town

(520) 457-2223 - (800) 652-6772 
Larian Motel

410 E. Fremont Street
(520) 457-2272

Silver Spur Homestead
500 S. Skyline Circle

520-487-8787

The Tombstone Motel
502 E. Fremont Street

(520) 457-3478

Tombstone Boarding House Inn
114 N. Fourth Street
(520) 457-8075

 
Tombstone Grand Hotel

580 W. Randolph Way
(520) 457-9507

Tombstone Miners Cabins
787 E. Allen Street

(520) 910-7982

Tombstone Epitaph Museum 
FREE! The west’s most famous newspaper.

5th between Allen & Fremont - (520) 457-2211

 FOOD & DRINK

 
Big Nose Kate’s Saloon & Rest.

Entertainment, drinks & food.
417 Allen Street - (520) 457-3107

 

Crazy Annie’s Saloon
Belly up to the bar and have a beer.

10th & Allen Streets - (520) 457-3847
 

Crystal Palace Saloon 
Liquor, beer & food. 

5th & Allen Streets - (520) 457-3611
 

Doc Holliday’s Saloon 
Full Service Bar. Pool. Poker.

513 E. Allen Streets - (520) 457-2247

Fallen Angel Sweet Sin Parlor 
Fudge, Candy, Drinks and Snacks

525 E. Allen Street - (520) 457-3057
 

The Four Deuces Saloon 
Drinks and Snacks

101 S. Third Street - (520) 457-3231

Hitching Post Cafe
Sandwiches, Salads, Nachos & More!

4th & Toughnut Sts. - (520) 226-7459

Hotel Tombstone
Hotel, Arcade, Pizza, Pies, General Store & More!
530 E. Allen Street - (520) 457-2405

Johnny Ringo’s Saloon 
All types of liquors & beers.

Allen & 10th Streets - (520) 457-3961

 Longhorn Restaurant 
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner.

5th and Allen Streets - (520) 457-3405
 

Mom & Pops Sandwiches 
Sandwiches, Salads & More!

110 S. Fourth Street - (520) 457-8770 

O.K. Cafe
Breakfast/Lunch.

3rd & Allen Streets - (520) 457-3980

 
Puny John’s BBQ 

Breakfast & Lunch ~ Closed Wednesday.
11 S. Fourth Street - (520) 457-2396

Shotgun Breakfast Cafe
Home Cookin’ for Gun Slingers & Early Risers

Stampede RV Park. - (520) 457-3738

Silver Strike Winery 
Wines and Tasting.

334 E. Allen Street - 800-352-0394

Tombstone Brewing Company 
Locally Brewed Craft Beers

107 E. Toughnut Street - (520) 222-6781

Good Enough Mine & Trolley Tours 
Tour Tombstone from Above and Below the ground.

5th & Toughnut Streets - (520) 457-3333
 

Gunfi ghter & Ghost Tours
Daytime History & Night Ghost Tours

Tombstone-Ghost.com (520) 255-8467

 Ike Clanton’s Haunted Hotel 
Tombstone’s History told as never before.

426 E. Allen Street
 

OK Corral & Historama 
Re-enacted Gunfi ght 3 times daily Historama during open hours.
Allen St. Between 3rd & 4th - (520) 457-3456

 
Old Butterfi eld Stage Coach

Narrated stagecoach tours of Old Tombstone
326 E. Allen St. in front of the OK Corral

 
Old Tombstone Historical Tours 

15 minute narrated stagecoach tour
Allen St. near 5th St. - (520) 457-3018

 
Old Tombstone Western Theme Park 

Gunfi ghts, Mini Golf & more.
4th & Toughnut Streets - (520) 955-3090

 

Outlaw Zipline 
a Zipline in Tombstone

130 S. Seventh Street - (520) 240-1155

Ponyland Trail Rides 
Guided Trail Rides, Sunset and Moonlight rides

643 W. Louis St. - (520) 409-7611

The Saloon Theatre
Historical indoor gunfi ghts. 

109 S. Third Street - (520) 457-8802
 

Tombstone Trolley
20 min. tours w/service to Boothill!

4th and Toughnut Streets - (520) 955-3090
 

Wyatt Earp’s Oriental Saloon Theater 
Western style entertainment.

500 E. Allen Street - (520) 457-2407
 

MUSEUMS

 

Bird Cage Theatre Museum 
Historic Old building, Ghost Tours.

6th & Allen Streets - (520) 457-3421
 

Boothill Graveyard 
$6.00 Admission Charge

Hwy 80 North of town - (520) 457-3300
 

Fairbank Schoolhouse Museum 
Usually open Friday - Sunday

Fairbank Ghost Town - (520) 457-3062

Gunfi ghter Hall of Fame 
Extensive displays of Historic Gunfi ghters
395 E. Toughnut St. (corner of 4th)

Rose Tree Inn Museum 
Home of the World’s Largest Rose Tree!

4th & Toughnut Streets - (520) 457-3326

Tombstone Courthouse State Park 
Tombstone items. $7 admission.

3rd & Toughnut Streets - (520) 457-3311

TOMBSTONE DIRECTORY
Courtesy of TombstoneWeb.com - Tombstone’s Information Website

ATTRACTIONS MUSEUMS MARKETS & GAS LODGING FEATURED
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GET ON THE MAP!

JUST RUN A LONG TERM AD IN TOMBSTONE TIMES 
AND YOU CAN HAVE YOUR OWN SPOT ON THE MAP!

CALL TODAY! 520-457-3884
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1880s Rooms with Continental Breakfast
Step back in time to the 1880s at Crazy Annie’s
95 S. 10th Street (corner of 10th & Allen)

Tombstone Arizona ~ (520) 457-3847
CrazyAnnies.com
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95 S. 10th Street (corner of 10th & Allen)
Tombstone Arizona ~ (520) 457-3847

95 S. 10th Street (corner of 10th & Allen)
Tombstone Arizona ~ (520) 457-3847

Whoever said women are 
frail certainly never met 
Arizona’s fi rst woman 

attorney, Sarah Inslee Herring. 
Strong, bold and confi dent she 
exhibited a presence unlike any 
other in the courtroom. Persuasive 
and convincing no one dare cross 
her path as she could undeniably, 
“hold her own with the ablest 
members of the Arizona’s bar.” 
When she defended a client 
against the federal government 
her opening statement was a, 
“complete and mastery argument 
… which in the end brought a 
victory for the defendant.”  An 
icon in Arizona she was by far 
incomparable to any lawyer in the 
United States.  

Born on January 15, 1861 in 
Fremont Town of West Farms, 
Westchester County, New York, 
she was the daughter of Mary 
Inslee and well known lawyer 
Colonel William Herring.  An 
extremely bright and scholarly 
young lady, she was the eldest 
of fi ve children who included 
Howard, Bertha, Henrietta and 
Mary.  Each day Sarah walked 
to the little red school house 
where she spent countless hours 
reading, working fi gures and 
reciting lessons in front of her 
teacher.  She did well in school 
and, when she was old enough, 
took the teacher’s examinations 
and passed with fl ying colors.

In 1876, her father moved to 
Arizona Territory to settle some 
legal matters regarding the death 
of his brother Marcus, a copper 
mining man who was living 
in Bisbee. Four years later in 
1880, he sent for the family with 
the exception of Sarah and her 
brother Howard who remained 
in New York.  Sarah continued 
teaching for two more years while 
her brother Howard fi nished high 
school.  After Howard’s studies 
were completed, they took the 
train to Tombstone in 1882, 
arriving just a few months after 
the OK Corral shootout.  It was a 
very dangerous time for the family 
as her father was defending Wyatt 
Earp at the murder trial at the 
courthouse in town. Under the 
protection of armed guards, he 
was said to have worn his guns 
wherever he went.    

Although known for its 
occasional “hellish” reputation, 
Sarah liked Tombstone very much. 
Full of European immigrants that 
brought much of their culture to 
America, the little western mining 
town had much to offer. There were 

markets that carried only the best 
cut of meat and imported cheese, 
restaurants with delectable food 
served upon fi ne white table 
cloths and porcelain dinnerware, 
convenient laundry facilities, 
spotless boarding houses and the 
latest fashions from the east. A 
town of several thousand people, 
it defi nitely had anything anyone 
could ask for including its many 
brothels and saloons that well bred 
and respectable lady including 
Sarah distanced themselves from. 
But other than that, Tombstone 
was a wonderful place to live; a 
town where its citizens cared and 
looked after one another.      

Sarah took a job as a teacher in 
the local school in town and for 
the next nine years she taught her 
little fi rst graders who were funny, 
adorable and eager to learn.  Sarah 
loved music and on the second 
fl oor of the school house there 
was a piano where she played and 
taught her little ones how to sing.  
It was a pleasure to spend her days 
with the children.  Well liked and 
respected by everyone, she was an 
excellent teacher, school librarian 
as well as principal.  Acting above 
and beyond the call of duty she 
educated each and every one 
of her students with patience, 
kindness and passion.  Education 
was important and she wanted 
to insure that everyone benefi ted 
from the opportunity and love for 
learning.   

Eight months later in November 
of 1891 her life drastically changed 
after her only brother Howard 
died during a dental procedure 
at the offi ce of Dr. Warnekros.  
After administering cocaine into 
Howard’s gums during a tooth 
extraction he went into spasms 
and collapsed.  The news of his 
unfortunate death soon spread all 
over Arizona Territory as his story 
was printed in every paper from 
Tombstone to Phoenix.  Howard 
who had earned his law degree had 
been working with his father in 
town but now with his seat empty 
Sarah took her place alongside her 
father. She resigned her position 
as teacher and applied to practice 
law that November.  Taking her 
examination at the courthouse 
in the presence of family, friends 
and attorneys C.S. Clark, William 
Barnes and Allen English it was 
not surprising that she, “answered 
all questions propounded in 
an intelligent manner, and was 
warmly congratulated by the 
members of the bar.”  With her 
new found success she applied 
to NYU and in September of 1893 
left Tombstone. Graduating a year 
later Sarah was ranked fourth in a 
class of 86 students. She returned 
home where she took her much 
earned place in the fi rm of Herring 
and Herring on Toughnut Street.     

Unfortunately by the late 
1890’s, Tombstone was in a rapid 
decline. The silver boom had 

all but ended leaving the town 
devoid of the economic stability 
it once had thrived on.  As people 
began leaving in droves the fear 
that Tombstone would suffer the 
same fate as many mining towns 
in Arizona Territory compelled her 
father to relocate.  So in 1896, the 
Herring family moved to Tucson. 
They were aided by a rancher from 
Pearce named Thomas Sorin who, 
while moving the family, took an 
immediate liking to Sarah. What 
was not to like?  With blonde hair, 
blue eyes and brains to match 
she was the epitome of the perfect 
woman. They got along famously 
and two years later on July 22, 
1898 they were married. Sarah 
and Thomas however did not have 
the typical marriage that many 
did. Theirs was more of a long 
distance relationship as Sarah 
spent her week in Tucson working 
with her father while Thomas 
attended to his mining operations. 
A slight inconvenience, it was a 
relationship that worked well. They 
met on the ranch on weekends and 
enjoyed their time together until 
the mad rush of Monday morning 
and the beginning of another busy 
week.   

In 1904, Sarah and her father 
defended a client who was being 
sued by the federal government 
in a $200,000 timber suit. 
Sarah made the opening speech 
followed by representatives for the 
government and lastly her father. 
After court adjourned an Irishman 
who had been in the courtroom 
walked up to her father and said, 
“That was an illigant speech yez 
made, but there was no need for 
yez to have said a wurrud after 
Miss Sarah spoke.”  

In 1906, everyone in Arizona 
Territory was a buzz when on April 
16, Sarah was the twenty-fi fth 
woman admitted to practice, “in 
the Supreme Court of the United 
States.”  A high and distinguished 
honor, she continued to work on 
case after case with strength and 
confi dence.  No one could out speak 
Sarah. She was well prepared and 
tackled each litigation in the most 
professional manner.  

Sarah’s father was emphatically 
proud of his daughter and 
continued to support her. After his 
death in July of 1912, she moved 
the law fi rm from Tucson to Globe 
so she could be closer to Thomas 
and the Sorin ranch. In November 
of 1913, she headed to the Supreme 
Court of Washington D.C. where 
she defended the interests of the 

410 FREMONT STREET - P.O. Box 224
Tombstone, Arizona 85638

TheLarianMotel.com

CLEAN AND COMFORTABLE

“� e Only place to stay in Tombstone!”
● AIR CONDITIONED ● NON-SMOKING ROOMS ●
● LARGE, CLEAN AND COMFORTABLE ROOMS ●

● CONVENIENT DOWNTOWN LOCATION ●
● ROOM PHONES WITH FREE LOCAL CALLS ●

● FREE IN-ROOM COFFEE ● FREE WI-FI ●
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“� e Only place to stay in Tombstone!”

TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM CALL

(520) 457-2272

See Herring & Herring on page 8

The Winning Half of Herring & Herring
Sarah Inslee Herring Sorin 
• by Karen Mazzeo •
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Tombstone Municipal Pool from page 5

One of the West’s most
FAMOUS LANDMARKS!

OPEN DAILY
9:00AM - 6:00PM

Tombstone’s Most
Authentic Attraction!

Bird Cage Theatre ~ Tombstone Offi ce of Tourism
(520) 457-3421

tombstonebirdcage.com

NIGHTLY GHOST TOURS

The Bird Cage Theatre “Ghost Tour” is a guided paranormal tour through 
the world famous Bird Cage Theatre! 

 7 DAYS A WEEK ~ 6:15PM & 8:00PM

Family Ghost Tour is at 6:15 pm for ages 7 and up.
Evening Ghost Tour is at 8:00 pm for ages 13 and over.

(Please Note: On Friday & Saturday there may be 9:30 and 11:00 Adult 
tours scheduled if the 8:00 slot has been fulfi lled)

Purchase your tickets in advance at the Bird Cage 9AM - 6PM

As seen on Travel 
Channel’s Ghost 

Adventures
and Syfy channel’s

TAPS Ghost Hunters

EVP Recordings!

EMF Readings!
APPARITION Sightings!
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Phone: 520-457-3057
525 E. Allen Street - Tombstone, Arizona

located next door to the

world famous bird cage theatre

HOT DOG SPECIAL
Hurdy-Gurdy

Hot Dog w/Chips
$7.49

HOT DOG SPECIAL
Hurdy-Gurdy

Hot Dog w/Chips

sweet sin parlor
gelato - italian ice cream 

 italian ice
50 flavors of homemade fudge

hand dipped pretzels
hand dipped cookies

cinnamon glazed nuts
all beef hot dogs

FIND US
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Herring & Herring from page 7Although the move to clean out 
the pool, which was fi lled was an 
estimated 300 tons of dirt washed 
in by fl oods for nearly a half 
century, was started last week by 
a few willing workers, but little or 
no progress was possible, due to 
the lack of funds. 

At Tuesday’s meeting of the 
Luncheon Club, H.D. Palmer 
and A. M. Morris, who have been 
two of the leading factors for 
reconstruction of the pool, laid 
the matter before the members 
of the Club, asking co-operation. 
The Club went strongly on record 
in favor of the pool and appointed 
a committee to meet with the City 
Council in an effort to secure 
support. 

A special meeting of the 
Council w as called that night by 
Mayor Ivey, and the committee, 
composed of H.D. Palmer, A. H. 
Gardner, L.G. Fahnestock, J.F. 
Ross and C.L. Giragi, presented 
the plan to the Council, with the 
result that the Council instructed 
Street Superintendent Porter 
McDonald to investigate at once 
the possibility of repairing the 
pool and report back at the next 
regular meeting of the council in 
July. 

Wednesday morning Mr. 
McDonald started with a crew of 
men and work of cleaning out the 
pool is well under way. By the time 
the council meets again the fi ll will 
have been removed and necessary 
repairs will have been estimated. 

At Tuesday night’s meeting the 
council, following threshing out 
of the legal phase of the matter, 
announced themselves in favor of 

United Globe Mines, a corporation 
where she was general counsel. 
The suit involved a man named 
James Work who alleged that 
two claims owned by the United 
Globe Mines belonged to him.  
Without the aid of a male attorney 
present, attorney Sarah Sorin 
from that moment on secured her 
place, “in national legal history.”  
Newspapers all over the country 
which included the New York 
Times recognized the feat this 
woman lawyer had accomplished; 
in the Women’s Lawyer Journal 
Sarah’s, “argument was one of the 
most brilliant ever presented to 
that court by a woman.”  

In January of 1914 Sarah 
returned to Tombstone in order to 
settle some matters regarding her 
father’s estate.  In April she was 
transported to the hospital after 
being diagnosed with pneumonia.  
Thomas remained by her side 
until her death four days later on 
April 30, 1914.  She was only 53 
years old.  

In an era dominated by men, 
Sarah Herring Sorin accomplished 
what few women in the late 1890’s 
were able to achieve. A legacy in 
Arizona, she was admitted in 1985 
to the Arizona’s Women’s Hall of 
Fame and in 1999, the “Arizona 
Women Lawyers Association 
created an annual Sarah Sorin 
Award.”  From a Tombstone 
teacher to notable attorney Sarah 
was undeniably the winning half 
of Herring and Herring. I guess it’s 
true in saying there’s no limit to 
what a human being can achieve 
in their lifetime. •

appealing for visitors. One of the 
fi rst items was a swimming pool. 
For over forty years debris, mud 
and rocks had washed down into 
the original “natatorium.” On June 
27, 1924 the group announced its 
plan and the Tombstone Epitaph 
covered it on the front page:   
LUNCHEON CLUB STARTS BALL 

ROLLING
Getting squaring behind the 

community Swimming pool 
and bringing the movement to 
a successful conclusion, the 
Tombstone Luncheon Club 
recently formed, scored its fi rst 
victory to make Tombstone a 
better place in which to live. . . . 
The swimming pool question was 
next presented by H.D. Palmer, 
who reported the progress already 
made, with the result that the 
Club went unanimously on record 
in support of the movement and 
appointed a committee to meet 
with the City Council to see what 
could be done. A report of this 
appears in another column. 

. . . Nearly 60 local business 
and professional men of the city 
attended Tuesday’s meeting, 
which was held at the Can Can 
Café. 

~
SWIMMING POOL WILL SOON 

BE A REALITY
A fi rst-class swimming pool for 

Tombstone will be a reality within 
the course of two weeks. This 
week, backed by the Luncheon 
Club, the City Council took steps 
to clean out and repair the old 
swimming pool at the north end of 
Fifth Street, which has lain idle for 
over 40 years.

setting aside a park to embrace 
the pool site. Petitions necessary 
are being prepared and will be 
circulated for presentation to the 
mayor and council at their next 
meeting when fi nal action will be 
taken. 

Mayor J. A. Ivey and Councilman 
R. V. Saunders, R.B. Krebs and 
R.J. Cornelius all expressed 
themselves in favor of the park 
plan.

U.S. Highway 80, “The Broadway 
of the Americas,” would open 
in 1926; Walter Noble Burns 
would publish “Tombstone: An 
Iliad of the Southwest” in 1927; 
William Breakenridge, former 
Deputy Sheriff of Cochise County 
under John Behan, published 
“Helldorado: Bringing Law to the 
Mesquite” in 1928 and in 1929 
William Kelly, the owner and 
editor of The Tombstone Epitaph, 
developed an event to celebrate 
Tombstone’s 50th birthday, and 
called it “Helldorado.” Tourism was 
born and Tombstone has worked 
diligently to ensure visitors enjoy 
our history and the city we live in 
today.  

Arizona’s fi rst swimming pool 
has been a source of pride for 
Tombstone for the last 100 years. 
City offi cials have struggled at 
times to meet all of the health, 
safety and liability requirements 
to keep the pool open, but 
they have always met the 
challenge. Mitchell’s and Pring’s 
lavish brainchild has provided 
countless hours for generations 
of Tombstone families. The 
Tombstone Municipal Swimming 
Pool is not just an attraction and 
it is a legacy. ♥
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Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, custom 

bath or shower in as 
little as one day. For 
a limited time, we're 
waiving installation 

costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change 

and vary by dealer. 
Offer ends 6/30/24 Call 

1-888-354-6966

Husband: My wedding ring is 
cutting off my circulation!
Wife: Good! That's what it's 
supposed to do.

THE CORRAL

h SHOTGUN ADS H

 

 

510 E. Allen Street
Tombstone, Arizona

(520) 678-2516
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LARGE PULL 
THROUGHS

CAMPING CABINS

COWBOY SUITES

TENT SITES

PLAYGROUND

AND MORE!

520-457-3829
CALL NOW

DAILY
WEEKLY

MONTHLY
 GROUP RATES

FIND US
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CAMPING CABINS

COWBOY SUITES

and Campground

tombstonervparkandcampground.com

Wednesday - Sunday 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Tombstone Treasures

Thrift Store

NOW OPEN AT OUR NEW 
LOCATION!

7 E. Old Charleston Rd.
Tombstone, Arizona

Find us on FACEBOOK

JEWELRY
BOOKS - MOVIES
HOME ITEMS
WHATNOTS

& MORE!

FIND US
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Allen Street 
Antiques

725 E. Allen Street
Tombstone, Arizona

(520) 349-7077

Our cozy shop 
features a variety of 

Antiques and Vintage 
Items including rusty 

yard art, wagon wheels, 
cast iron cookware, 

Pyrex and much more.

We’re located just east 
of Tombstone's historic 
district so stroll on by 

for a visit.

FIND US

ON THE MAP

1
Antiques

Next door to the world famous BOOTHILL 
GRAVEYARD

BUTTERFIELD

Stage Stop

398 North Highway 80
Tombstone, Arizona

at Boothill Graveyard

See our HUGE 
SELECTION of 

Tombstone Souvenirs, 
Baja Shirts & Jackets, 

Mexican Blankets, 
Western Decor,
Replica Guns & 

Holsters, Fudge, Candy 
and much more!

FIND US
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The Tombstone 
Vigilantes
A 501c3 non-profi t

Hope to see you 
on the 2nd & 4th 
Sundays of each 

month on Historic 
Allen Street for Street 
Entertainment, Mock 

Hangin’s & More!
Donations are greatly 

appreciated to help the 
Tombstone Charities.

TombstoneVigilantes.com

“Have Petticoats 
Will Travel”
The Tombstone 

Vigilettes a non-profi t 
charitable organization 
invites you to join them 
on Allen Street on the 

2nd and 4th Sundays for 
a fashion show of 1878 

-1929 attire. 
All donations are 

appreciated and used 
in the Tombstone 

community for charitable 
giving. 

Keep up with them on 
Facebook - Tombstone 

Vigilettes

YOUR
AD

HERE
FOR ONLY

$25 / MONTH!
That’s less than
$6.00 per week!

Reach thousands 
of Western 
Enthusiasts
each month!

For more information 
contact us at:

(520) 457-3884
info@tombstonetimes.com

YOUR AD 
HERE

FOR $25 
MONTH

(520) 457-3884

YOUR AD 
HERE

FOR $25 
MONTH

(520) 457-3884

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 

long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. 

Free information kit! 
Call 855-840-2246

Safe Step. North 
America's #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive 

lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and 

service. Now featuring our 
FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a 

limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. 

Call 1-855-376-0449

Gold/Silver
Signs ~ Antique Toys

Vintage Household Items
& So Much More!

Always Buying!

Wednesday - Saturday
10am - 5pm

FIND US

ON THE MAP
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Wait until you taste it! Send 
100% guaranteed, delivered-
to-the-door Omaha Steaks! 
This package comes with 
8 FREE PureGround Filet 
Mignon Burgers!  Order The 
Protein-Packed Assortment 
Package! ONLY $129.99. Call 
1-888-982-4054 and mention 
code 75432SYB or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/
GrillFaves2443

VISIT THE HISTORIC
GLEESON JAIL & MUSEUM

in the ghost town of Gleeson, Arizona

FOR DIRECTIONS OR MORE INFO:
GLEESONARIZONA.COM

(520) 609-3549

VIEW JAIL RESTORATION
HISTORICAL PHOTOS

DOCUMENTS AND MORE!
RUSTIC RURAL SETTING - DRESS APPROPRIATELY

The Gleeson Jail is 
open to the public 

on the fi rst Saturday 
of each month or by 

appointment

ATTENTION!
 Boothill Graveyard & Gift 

Shop has a brand new 
website with photos, history 
and our new Online Store!

DiscoverBoothill.com
Stop by and check out our 

selection of Merchandise for 
you to purchase online!

Boothill Graveyard & Gift Shop
408 N. Highway 80 - Tombstone

(520) 457-1450
DiscoverBoothill.com

For more information
(520) 224-8766

� e ONLY Food 
Delivery Service in 

Tombstone!

We'll deliver your local 
Restaurant food order to 
your home, business, or 

hotel room in Tombstone 
for a small fee.

Step into the Wild 
West's heartbeat in 
historic Tombstone, 

Arizona! Unearth the tales 
of Wyatt Earp and Doc 

Holliday, stroll down iconic 
Allen Street, and relive 

the gun� ght at the O.K. 
Corral. From saloons to 

vintage charm, Tombstone 
invites you to witness the 

spirit of the Old West. 
Saddle up for adventure!

Plan your Wild 
West Adventure at 

DiscoverTombstone.com

CROAKEY
KARAOKE
SHOWS!

with
RICCI HARDT!

Private DJ Services 
for weddings, special 
events and private 

parties. Also available 
for bar gigs.

OVER 54,000 SONGS TO SING!
FACEBOOK.COM/CANUCROAKEY

Croakeyentertainment@gmail.com

SHOWS!

RICCI HARDT!

GUNSLINGER'S HIDEOUT

Tombstone, Arizona

Old West Gunslingers needed a quiet 
place to hideout near to where the 

action is, but, away from prying eyes 
and the law.

You may not be running from the 
sheriff, but Gunslinger's Hideout 
checks all the boxes of a peaceful 

hideout from the modern craziness.
Gunslingers Hideout is available 
for vacation rentals just a short 

walk to the historic Tombstone town 
center fi lled with food, shopping, 
and entertainment galore! When 
you’ve done enough people-ing, 

retreat back to your serene haven to 
enjoy the picturesque views and the 

breathtaking stars.
Find us on VRBO or AirBNB

Gunslingers-hideout.com

FIND US
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833-492-0594

NO HIDDEN FEES.  
NO HIDDEN ANYTHING. 
FREEDOM CALLS.

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. 

Plans start at just $20/month.

CALL NOW
888.354.6966

YOUR BATHROOM.  YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE DAY

Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 6/30/2024.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs

Mom & 
Pop’s

Sandwiches

110 S. 4th Street - Tombstone, AZ 
520-457-8770

SANDWICHES
SALADS & MORE!

Open 10am - 6pm
Take-Out OR  Delivery only

Made to order with your choice 
of freshly sliced meats and a large 

selection of cheeses.

FIND US

ON THE MAP
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DAY TRIP FROM TOMBSTONE

by Janice
• Faraway Ranch Tour •

A few times a year the 
opportunity to walk 
through one of Cochise 

County’s treasured homes occurs, 
and we didn’t want to miss the 
chance to see the home, turned 
guest lodge, turned museum 
at the base of the Chiricahua 
Memorial known as Faraway 
Ranch. And with the summer’s 
heat approaching, a drive into the 
mountain’s cooler air makes an 
excellent day trip this month. 

We have often stopped at the 
Faraway Ranch grounds and 
immersed ourselves in the remains 
of stables, stalls, and other out 
buildings; always imagining 
what life would have been like for 
the family that once called this 
legendary place home. Among the 
buildings that occupy this piece 
of ranch land is a large two-story 
home painted in hues of desert 
pink and topped with a Forest 
Service green roof that housed 
not only a growing family, but 
also, eventually, travelers from all 
over the world in search of a guest 

ranch with the fl air for the west 
while immersed in incomparable 
scenery. 

The Faraway Ranch is more 
than a destination; it is a lesson in 
history that spans over 125 years. 
A history that began in Sweden, 
developed in Cochise County, 
and ended with a gift to all of us 
who now can visit this homestead 
nestled in the lushness of Bonita 
Canyon. 

The year was 1881and Swedish 
immigrant Neil Erickson found 
himself stationed at nearby 
Fort Bowie during the famous 
Geronimo campaigns. Far from 
his homeland and immersed in 
a dry desert life so unfamiliar to 
him, it was a delight to meet up 
with a fellow Swedish settler, 
Emma Peterson whose westward 
journey brought her to Fort Bowie 
where she opened the Fort Bowie 
Hotel and eventually became his 
wife.

Enjoying outings from the 
fort, Emma would fi nd herself 
picnicking at what would 

eventually be her home in Bonita 
Canyon. She was sure that this 
was the perfect place to live. 
Surrounded by tall trees, greenery, 
and plenty of water, she happily 
bought an old log cabin from a 
nearby rancher. She and Neil got 
married shortly after in 1887. This 
cabin was their fi rst home, where 
they fi lled the space with love and 
dreams for their future. 

Neil applied for a homestead 
permit and within the allotted 
time received a title for up to 160 
acres of land. They cultivated 
a vegetable garden, planted an 
orchard, and even started a small 
herd of cattle. 

The family needed more space 
as it grew, so they expanded the 
cabin between 1888 and 1890, 
building a strong rock room for 
defense. 

The ranch house that stands 
today was built in two different 
phases as the need arose for 
expansions. The two-story board 
and batten house was built in the 
late 1890s with lumber readily 
available from the sawmill located 
in nearby Pinery Canyon. Neil 
noticed the traditional adobe 
brick building techniques in the 
southwest and decided to use 
this tradition to build his later 
additions with adobe bricks. The 

home we see today on the tour 
has been constructed from a 
mixture of the original cabin, the 
addition of his protective rock 
room, lumber harvested from the 
nearby mountains, and sturdy 
adobe bricks. 

Neil and Emma had three 
children, Lillian, Ben and Hildegard 
and as the years evaporated, the 
elder Ericksons were transferred 
to northern Arizona with the 
U.S. Forest Service and the 
children, now in their twenties, 
took over running the ranch. By 
1917, the ranch took on a new 
enterprise which included offering 
meals and lodging for weekend 
guests, eventually becoming 
the foundation for the one-of-a-
kind guest ranch which would 
introduce many people from all 
over to this spectacularly scenic 
“Wonderland of Rocks” where 
trails were blazed, and horseback 
riders were enchanted with 
scenery beyond compare.

Lillian, along with her husband, 
Ed Riggs, who also grew up in 
these mountains, became the 
caretakers of Faraway Ranch 
until Ed’s passing in 1950, leaving 
Lillian, who by 1942, had become 
totally blind and with diminished 
hearing, to take responsibility for 
the running of the guest ranch 
until 1970, when she started 
to phase out the guest ranch 
operations.

Until then, it was under Lillian 
and Ed Rigg’s administration that 
the Faraway Ranch operation 
eventually included a spacious 
central lodge, a bunk house for the 
cowboys, guest lodges, an ample 
dining room to serve the meals, 

520-286-9934
tmbmcc.com

High quality
new production

locally manufactured 
ammunition

for classic and 
modern firearms.

Continued on next page

THE MOST UNIQUE SHOP 
IN TOMBSTONE!

Featuring
Smokey’s Wild Ass 

Creations!

321 E. Allen Street - 520-405-5800

Smokey’s Wild Ass Emporium
321 E. Allen Street - 520-405-5800
(Across the street from the O.K. Corral)

JEWELRY, FOSSILS, 
FINE ART, KATSINA, 

MINERALS, TOMBSTONE ORE, 
DINOSAURS, FURNITURE, 
IRONWOOD CARVINGS, 

BONSAI POTS, AND
MUCH MORE!

FIND US
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Smokey’s Wild Ass 

MORE!

Map copyrighted ©2024 Goose Flats Graphics - All Rights Reserved

Our Meats are Smoked on the Premises!
St. Louis Ribs - Pulled Pork - Chopped Brisket - Hot Dogs

Smoked Sausage - Huge 1/2 Pound Sandwiches
Beer & Wine - � ffee Drinks & Pastries

All Around Awesome BBQ!
Closed on Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

DINE IN - TAKE OUT
11 South Fourth Street - Tombstone, AZ

(520) 457-2396 - PunyJohnsBBQ.com

FIND US
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Puny John’s
BBQ

The Faraway Ranch House nestled at the base of the Chiricahua Mountains
Courtesy of NPS
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Well... I fi nally got the nerve up 
today and went for a ride!

6/2024

The Redundo Twins
by Jan First©2024 Goose Flats Graphics

June '24

What was a more useful 
invention than the fi rst 

telephone?
The second 
telephone!

Jan

many saddle horses for pack trips 
into the Chiricahua Mountains 
and even a swimming pool. Ed was 
a capable photographer, and he 
knew that those captured images 
would sell this place, for nothing 
could compare with their sculpted 
hoodoos appearing to march down 
the hillside and tall spires reaching 
towards the sky. But more than 
that, his efforts, or actually all 
of their efforts, eventually led 
President Calvin Coolidge to sign 
the proclamation establishing the 
Chiricahua National Monument in 
April 1924. 

And it is this history, brief as I 
may have detailed it here, that has 
led to what we saw that day as we 
were treated to a guided tour of 
the inside of the home, the guest 
ranch and the private life of the 
family whose heritage clings to the 
walls inside this historic dwelling. 

Our guide met us just outside 
the house and related to us his 
interpretation of the history that 
waits inside these desert pink 
walls. A fence secured atop a short 
rock wall surrounds the property 
where once children would 
have played, dogs would have 
scampered and guests would have 
enjoyed the evening’s cool breezes 
while taking in the stunning 
views. The volunteer then directs 
us towards the house and offers 
us snippets of the home’s history 
that are visible from the outside, 
including that swimming pool 
once thought to be an asset in this 
country but proving to be not as 
expected; standing empty of water 
but holding many a memory. 

Next our guide unlocks the door 
that will take you back in time. 
We enter the kitchen and by all 
appearances, the homeowners 

have just left. Biscuits in the 
oven, pies upon the table, and 
ham and potatoes ready to be 
prepared for the next supper. 
This nostalgic kitchen, complete 
with replica foods and all the 
utensils one would fi nd in a ranch 
house kitchen, was a perfect 
representation of life inside this 
home. Here our guide offers us 
more of the home’s history and 
explains the different time frames 
in which each of the then-new 
modern conveniences would have 
been added. He even pointed out 
the kitchen table where the young 
Erickson children would have 
held on to as they learned to walk 
brought vivid images of a family’s 
home. 

Next we are shown the rock 
room constructed allegedly to 
secure the family from any hostile 
attacks. Today this room houses 
many of the home’s artifacts such 
as butter churns and an old milk 
separator. 

The elongated dining room holds 
two large tables where guests 
would have been treated to hearty 
ranch breakfasts and delectable 
evening suppers. This room is also 
adorned with replica items of food 
and drinks that would have been 
served upon these tables. But one 
of the more intriguing and also 
historic items in this room is the 
brick fi replace. This is not just 
any ordinary brick fi replace, for 
it, amazingly so, holds a history 
related to a president’s passing. 
The bricks that make up this 
piece were gathered not far from 
this ranch property. In 1885-
1886, an encampment of Buffalo 
Soldiers were sent to Bonita 
Canyon to thwart the Chiricahua 
Apaches attempts to use the local 
water source, as well as guard the 
mail coming through, and protect 
the settlers and their livestock. 
It was while stationed here in 
Bonita Canyon that the regiment 
of black soldiers known as Buffalo 
Soldiers built a stone monument 
to the late President James 
Garfi eld, inscribing it with the 
memories of these black soldiers 
who served under him. After the 
troops departed when Geronimo 
surrendered in 1886, the stones 

in this monument began to 
disappear, carried away by local 
residents, at least until Ed Riggs 
transported the remaining stones 
to the ranch house and built the 
fi replace that resides in this dining 
hall today. Names, dates and 
moments in history all recorded 
by soldiers grieving the passing of 
a beloved president. Today, it is a 
sight to behold as we realized the 
history encompassed within the 
bricks that served to warm the 
room. 

The living area is furnished with 
pieces ordered and delivered from 
mail order catalogs. Even the large 
columns that occupy the room 
that afforded a sense of grandeur 
were obtained from catalogs so 
popular in that day. 

A bedroom where Lillian spent 
her last years is on the fi rst fl oor. 
Inside this room are items from 
her life, including the quilt on 
her bed - a treasured piece of art, 
indeed! This is the only bedroom 
on this fl oor with the others 
being at the top of a very narrow 
and well-worn winding staircase 
that is situated behind one of 
the closed doors. This part of the 
house was not part of the tour but 
can be seen from the outside while 
peering into the windows from the 
upstairs balcony. 

Lillian was quite a woman. Her 
Swedish roots, along with her 
passion for the canyon she called 
home, kept her going through the 
many years she spent both blind 
and deaf. She had always kept a 
journal and when her sight left she 
taught herself to use a typewriter 
in order to continue with her 
journaling. She managed to learn 
Braille and even had playing 
cards fashioned with Braille dots, 
so she could continue with that 
pastime she enjoyed so much. Her 
life fi lled this house with many 
moments of joy and pleasure. 
She left an indelible mark on the 
history of this canyon, this ranch 
and especially this home. Her 
spirit can be felt throughout. Her 
presence will forever be among the 
Wonderland of Rocks! 

The ranger-led house tours 
will take place each Saturday at 

10:00 am and they last about 45 
minutes. And each Saturday from 
11:00 – 2:00 pm the Faraway 
Ranch house and exhibit building 
will be open for self-guided tours. 
A park ranger will be on site for 
more information. This schedule 
will last until August 29, 2024 for 
the season. You can obtain more 
information at their website www.
nps.gov/chir or by calling (520) 
824-3560.

While there, take the 8-mile drive 
up to the end of the road where 
sights from Massai Point can 
be observed, taking your breath 
away. Take a moment to realize 
and contemplate just how far away 
this place is. While researching 
this article, I was amazed to learn 
that Neil and Emma Erickson 
had no idea that within a few 
short miles, there was a bounty 
of beauty of volcanic rhyolite 
formations. In fact, it actually 
took about 40 years before Ed and 
Lillian Riggs, the caretakers of the 
ranch, ventured far enough away 
to witness the treasured landscape 
that enveloped them and then 
made it their mission to make 
the sculpted formations of the 
newly-found landscape accessible 
to visitors. It was through their 
efforts and eventually the CCC 
that horse trails were built up into 
the canyons along the best routes 
possible to the most spectacular 
views around. The guests at this 
ranch were eventually treated to 
horseback tours of what Lillian 
called the “Wonderland of Rocks.” 

After Lillian’s death in 1977, the 
property passed to her brother 
Ben Erickson and her sister 
Hildegarde Hutchinson. They sold 
the homestead land and buildings 
to the National Park Service in 
1978, and today, thankfully, they 
have been preserved so that day 
trips such as this one can be 
enjoyed by all who visit Faraway 
Ranch in Bonita Canyon amongst 
the Wonderland of Rocks in the 
Chiricahua Memorial. 

It may be Faraway, but not 
that far from Tombstone – about 
80 miles and an hour and a half 
drive! You just gotta go! •

From previous page

I try to not tell Dad Jokes...
...but when I do he thinks 

they're mighty funny.
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Horseback?
Dude! Wher'ya been? We missed yuh at lunch!

Yes, indeed.... he got back an hour ago!
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Humpty 
Dumpty sat 

on a wall

Humpty 
Dumpty had 
a great fall

He also had 
a pretty good 

summer!

Lillian and Ed Riggs
Courtesy of NPS
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800 E. FREMONT - Hwy 80 - P.O. Box 1122
TOMBSTONE, ARIZONA 85638

Tue - Sat 10:00 - 5:00 - Closed Sun & Mon
TheWizardsWorkshop.com

And we feature Arizona’s Finest selection of High Quality 
Slaughter Mountain Fire-Agate

TURQUOISE  MALACHITE  AZURITE  CAMBELLITE

We Specialize in NATURAL Bisbee Material

Creators of Custom Southwestern & Contemporary 
Jewelry - Hand Made on the Premises

custom gold, silver & lapidary work

DON’T MISS!

Since 1974

DON’T MISS!

Since 1974

 fter donating gambling 
winnings to the new Church, 
Wyatt Earp never went back 
to Tombstone to see it built.

“A local worshipping community with a national historical mission” 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
https://stpauls.azdiocese.org/

But you can.
10:30AM, any Sunday

at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
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Boothill Graveyard & Gift Shop
408 N. Highway 80 - Tombstone

(520) 457-1450
DiscoverBoothill.com

Where Every Tombstone Tells a Story
DiscoverBoothill.com

Death in the Dentist Chair from page 1
splashing water on his patient in a 
vain attempt to halt the disastrous 
turn of events. After a few frantic 
moments, the dentist abandoned 
his futile efforts and quickly ran 
to the nearby apartment of a 
friend to summon help. Within 
two minutes Dr. Isaac Hamilton 
was located and on the scene.  
Warnekros then sent a messenger 
to the Herring house to alert the 
family of the developing tragedy.  
A moment later, another doctor 
was at the offi ce trying to, “…
bring back a spark of life to the 
inanimate body,” however it was 
too late. By the time members of 
the Herring family began arriving, 
the pride of the family was gone.

News of the tragedy spread like 
wildfi re through the community. 
The Tombstone Prospector noted, 
“a gloom fell over the community.”  
Hundreds attended the funeral, 
held in the city cemetery. As the 
paper noted, “…at the grave, the 
broken-hearted father, mother, 
and sisters of the boy they loved, 
told a story of suffering which 
words could not portray.”  Howard 
Herring, the future of a prominent 
family, a promising attorney, well 
liked by everybody, died at the age 
of twenty-seven.

The tragic death of Howard 
Herring had far-reaching 
consequences. Paul Warnekros 
was immediately arrested, posted 
bail and, according to some 
newspaper accounts, fl ed to Mexico 
until the grand jury investigation 
was over. He was never brought 
to trial for Howard’s death. The 
event, however, effectively ended 
his dental career. Warnekros 

managed to rebuild some of his 
damaged reputation, stayed in 
Tombstone for several more years, 
then retired to California.

By far, the most substantial 
development the death had was 
the profound impact on Howard’s 
older sister, Sarah. With his only 
son dead, William had not only 
lost a family member but also a 
trusted business partner. This fact 
was not lost on Sarah who, partly 
to ease her father’s suffering, gave 
up a promising career as a teacher 
to aide in the running of Herring 
& Herring. As noted in the 1896 
HISTORY OF ARIZONA, Sarah 
“trained herself by arduous, 
patient study” and passed the 
bar only a year after her brother’s 
death. In 1893, she became the 
fi rst woman to practice before 
the Arizona Supreme Court and, 
in 1913, became the fi rst women 
ever to argue a case unassisted 
by male counsel before the United 
States Supreme Court.

In 1922, some thirty years 
after Howard Herring’s death, 
another sister, Bertha, visited his 
grave in Tombstone. While there, 
she oversaw the installation of 
a permanent stone to mark the 
grave. It simply read:  Howard 
Ford Herring, July 18, 1864 – Nov. 
1, 1891

In an amazing bit of irony, on 
the very day Bertha stood in 
the cemetery watching the new 
stone to memorialize her beloved 
brother being installed, the man 
who accidentally killed him all 
those many years ago died. •


